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Introduction: A Journey Through Time

Tunisia holds an ancient and rich history for its Jewish community, 

with roots stretching back over 2,000 years, predating the arrival of 

Islam and even Christianity in the region.

A Unique Cultural Tapestry

Sephardic traditions brought by Spanish and Portuguese Jews

Mizrahi influences from Middle Eastern Jewish communities

Indigenous Berber Jewish customs and traditions

Why Tunisia Matters

This enduring presence has fostered a unique cultural tapestry that 

makes Tunisia a compelling destination for travelers seeking to 

explore a vibrant and historically significant Jewish heritage.

2,000+ Years of History

2000+ Years Ago Roman Era Medieval Period Ottoman EraModern Tunisia
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The Island of Djerba: A Living Heritage

Djerba, a serene island off the coast of Tunisia, stands as the 

vibrant heart of the country's contemporary Jewish life and a 

revered site of ancient pilgrimage. Its enduring Jewish presence 

offers travelers a unique window into a community that has thrived 

for millennia.

El Ghriba Synagogue

One of the oldest synagogues in the world, with origins traced 

back over 2,600 years

Distinctive white facade with richly decorated interior featuring 

blue and white tiles

Current structure rebuilt in the late 19th and early 20th centuries

El Ghriba Synagogue

Historical Significance

Ancient Origins

Founded by Cohanim who fled Jerusalem after the destruction of the 

First Temple in 586 BCE

Pilgrimage Site

Major destination during Lag Ba'Omer festival when thousands 

gather for celebrations

Miraculous Light

Local tradition tells of a young woman whose death guided the 

community to build the synagogue
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Jewish Villages of Djerba

Djerba is home to two primary Jewish villages, each with its distinct character and historical significance.

Hara Kebira

The Great Quarter is the larger and more commercially 

active Jewish village.

Bustling marketplace and numerous shops

Several synagogues reflecting modern Jewish life

Center for Jewish artisans and merchants

More integrated community life

Modern & Commercial

VS

Hara Sghira

The Small Quarter is the older and more traditional Jewish 

village.

Home to the revered El Ghriba Synagogue

Narrower streets with a residential feel

Strong connection to religious traditions

Schools and institutions preserving Jewish customs

Traditional & Religious
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Tunis and the North: Urban Legacy

Beyond the island of Djerba, the capital city of Tunis and its northern environs served as vibrant historical 

centers for Jewish commerce, culture, and intellectual life.

The Great Synagogue of 

Tunis

Located on Avenue de la Liberté

Built in 1937 with Art Deco and North 

African elements

Grand facade and ornate interior

Symbol of the Jewish community's 

past prominence

The Hara of Tunis

Former Jewish quarter within the 

Tunis Medina

Narrow streets like Rue des Juifs

Home to Jewish merchants and 

artisans

Self-contained neighborhood with rich 

traditions

Borgel Cemetery

Located in the northern part of Tunis

One of the largest Jewish cemeteries 

in North Africa

Final resting place for rabbis, scholars, 

and community leaders

Diverse tombstones from simple 

markers to elaborate mausoleums
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Tunisian Jewish food and Crafts

Distinctive Dishes

Brik

A popular pastry filled with egg, tuna, harissa, and parsley, then deep-fried

Couscous Variations

Unique preparations incorporating fish, vegetables, and specific spices

Harissa חמין

A sweet, often fried pastry associated with Jewish holidays

Fricassé

A savory fried sandwich filled with tuna, potatoes, olives, and harissa

Traditional Crafts

Silver Filigree Jewelry 

Djerba is renowned for its intricate silver filigree jewelry, a craft historically 

practiced by Jewish artisans like khomsa and the special work of nemli. 

Textiles

Certain textile patterns and embroidery styles have been influenced by the 

community's presence over centuries

Cultural Significance

These culinary and craft traditions represent centuries of cultural exchange and 

adaptation, reflecting the unique position of Tunisia's Jewish community 

between Mediterranean, Middle Eastern, and European influences.

Preserving Our Heritage
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Traveler's Etiquette and Practical Tips

Modest Dress

Cover shoulders and knees for both men 

and women

Men may need to wear a kippah (head 

covering)

Kippot are often provided at the entrance

Photography

Always ask for permission before taking 

photographs

Respect restrictions during religious 

services

Some sites may have specific 

photography rules

Opening Times

Check visiting hours in advance

Hours may vary around Shabbat and 

holidays

Plan accordingly to maximize your visit

Local Guides

Hiring a local Jewish guide can significantly enhance your experience by 

providing:

Valuable historical insights and context

Knowledge of traditions and customs

Facilitation of respectful interactions

Respectful Conduct

Maintain a quiet and respectful demeanor

Be mindful of ongoing prayers or ceremonies

Follow the lead of local guides and community members
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Best Times to Visit

The optimal time for Jewish heritage travel to Tunisia depends on your interests and preferences ( recommended to not come during summer ). 

Here's a guide to help plan your journey.

Winter ( December to February ) 

• Ideal for exploring sites

• Perfect for cultural immersion experiences

• Lower tourist crowds compared to summer

Spring ( March to May )

• Similar pleasant weather conditions

• Excellent for sightseeing across Tunisia

• Harvest season offers unique cultural experiences

• Lag ba’Omer pilgrimage every year ( May ) 

Jewish holidays and sefardic or Mizrahi traditions(May)

Each holiday have his own date so that’s why our agency propose you to come to Roch Hashanah, Yom kippour or sukkot period and others

Pilgrimage Site Annual Event Cultural Immersion

Travel Planning Tips

Book accommodations well in advance, especially 

during Lag Ba'Omer

Spring and autumn offer mild weather, ideal for 

exploring sites

Consider visiting Djerba during off-peak hours to 

avoid crowds
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Preserving a Living Legacy !

Tunisia's Jewish heritage is a testament to a vibrant community that has thrived for over two millennia, leaving an indelible mark on the country's 

cultural tapestry.

A Journey into the Past

From the ancient synagogues of Djerba to the historic quarters of Tunis, the sites 

offer a profound journey into a rich past and living tradition.

Cultural Preservation

The preservation of Jewish heritage sites is crucial for maintaining Tunisia's 

diverse cultural identity.

Begin Your Heritage Journey Today!
Experience Tunisia's Jewish legacy firsthand. Connect with guides & join our community.

Find Local Guides

Preserve • Respect • Celebrate
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